
Annual Meeting tidbits 
At the 2015 Annual General Meeting, held at the 

Eastport Chowder House on August 29th, new officers were 
elected for the year:

Robin Moloff-Gautier, Commodore
James Buehner, Vice-Commodore
Paula Winch, Secretary
Paul Weston, Treasurer
New directors were elected to two-year terms: John Fos-

ter, Scott Fraser, and Dean Pike. 
John Ennis, Damon Weston, and Samuel Winch will 

serve the second years of their terms.
The board appointed Lloyd “Gene” Brown as an Honor-

ary Director. Gene’s grandfather William Patterson was one 
of the three signatories of the original incorporation of the 
Campobello Yacht club (what we used to be called) in 1931. 

In other business, we voted to change the date of the 
Annual General Meeting to any day in August. Previously 
it was mandated as the third Saturday in August, which 
sometimes caused scheduling issues. 

What’s New at the PYC

We have a gorgeous new website 
If you haven’t seen it yet, please do surf on over to our 

new site at www.passamaquoddyyachtclub.org
Damon Weston did the work. You can renew your mem-

bership, make donations to the sailing camp program, or 
even sign up for sailing camp. (Grandparents: Sailing Camp 
makes a great present for your grandkids!)

Coming soon: a full line of PYC merchandise featuring 
our iconic burgee symbol.

2015 Race Results:
Lighthouse Challenge winners: 1st day (Head Harbor Light to Swallowtail Light)- 
Eurydice, Gordon Phillips, captain; 2nd day (return)- Kiawah, Scott Fraser, captain
Canada Day Race (Eastport to St. Andrews) winner: Columbine, Sam Winch, captain
Roosevelt Cup Challenge winner: Kiawah, Scott Fraser, captain
Rum Runner’s Race winner: Catnip, Chris Palmer, captain

Thanks to everyone who donated 
money for scholarships to help less for-
tunate students attend sailing camp. (By 
the way, we’ve made it really easy to do 
this when you renew your membership 
online at www.passamaquoddyyachtclub.
org). Scott Fraser, Bridget Winch, Jimmy 
Buehner and several others did outreach 
programs at area schools in May and 
June to get kids excited about the sailing 
camp. Unfortunately, many of the kids 
who expressed an interest in learning to 
sail also made it clear that their families 
could not afford to send them, or trans-
port them to and from the camp. This is 
a continuing challenge that we need help 
solving.

Several members bought and/or 
helped transport Mirror Dinghys to add 
to our Sailing Camp fleet: Steve and 
Marian Spence bought one in Quebec 
and transported it here. Pat Tolson 
bought one at Put-in-Bay, Ohio, which 
was transported here by Sam and Paula 
Winch and Jimmy Buehner. Dean Pike 
and Moose Island Marine also bought a 
Mirror for the fleet.

Dean Pike and Moose Island Marine 
also donated $2450 for the materials to 
build a trailer to haul the entire fleet of 
six boats. The trailer was partially assem-

bled by welding students at Washington 
County Community College, then 
finished by Scott, Wren and Riley Fraser 
and Damon Weston.

Several people helped perform 
maintenance on the Mirrors during three 
days of work party on the beach of the 
Lubec Narrows behind Jimmy Buehner’s 
“Colson’s Boat Shop”: Bill Rowley, Phil 
Desmond, John Foster, Damon Weston, 
Bernie Cecire, Richard Scott, Steve 
Spence, his daughter Felicity and her 
husband Eric, John Ennis, Paul Weston, 
and Sam Winch.  Davis Pike donated 
the paints. Dean Pike’s Moose Island 
Marine sold us supplies at cost. 

Chet and Serita Childs graciously 
allowed us to use their lake house for 
a week of camp at Indian Lake, and 
the Keene’s Lake Family Campground 
allowed us to use their facility for two 
weeks on Keene’s Lake.

Scott Fraser, Damon Weston, Jimmy 
Buehner, Brian Duffy, Bill Rowley and 
Nathan Hammick taught the sailing 
camps. John Ennis officiated and coordi-
nated our races.

And finally, thanks to our immediate 
past Commodore John Foster and Secre-
tary McGinley Jones for their service.

Kudos:

Tentative 2016 racing and sailing 
camp schedules

PYC directors met on March 4th to work on the racing 
and sailing camp schedules. This year we will be having a 
non-keelboat race in Johnson’s Bay named in honor of John 
Gallagher, our friend who was instrumental in establishing 
the sailing camp program and was a keen advocate for learn-
ing how to sail on small boats.

Another new development is an advanced sailing camp 
in mid-August where students will learn how to race Flying 
Juniors on Gleason’s Cove in Perry.

Tentative 2016 Schedule (including St. Andrews YC events):
June 11–12 : Lighthouse Challenge (to Grand Manan and back, 2 days)
July 1 : Canada Day Race (Eastport to St. Andrews)
July 9–10 : Mirror work party at Buehner’s boat shop (BBQ Sat.)
July 16–17 : Jan Burnham Memorial Regatta (StAYC)
July 18–22 : Beginner Sailing Program at Indian Lake
July 23–24 : Roosevelt Cup (****tentative date****)
July 25–29 : Beginner Sailing Program at Keene’s Lake
July 30–31 : Algonquin Cup (StAYC)
August 1–5 : Intermediate Sailing Program at Keene’s Lake
August 13 : Rum Runners Rivalry 
August 15–19 : Advanced Sailing Program at Gleason’s Cove (Flying Juniors)
August 21 : John Gallagher Memorial Regatta (non-keelboat)
September 3–4 : Foulkes Memorial Regatta (StAYC)
September 24 : Around Deer Isle One Day (StAYC)

Work party teamwork—Volunteers hauled the Mirrors to the beach behind 
Jim Buehner’s house on the Lubec Narrows. The boats were all repaired and repaint-
ed so that each boat has a unique color scheme. 
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Spreading the word—Jimmy Buehner shows off one of the club’s 
six Mirror Dinghys during the 2015 Lubec Fourth of July Parade. Several 
members of the club generously donated Mirrors over the past two 
years, which enabled us to expand the Summer Youth Sailing Camp last 
year.

Roosevelt Cup 2015—We had excellent wind the second day of the 
Roosevelt Cup Regatta. The first day, not so much. In fact, only one boat 
finished the first day, Scott Fraser’s Kiawah.

Greetings from the Commodore:

Maine is showing signs of warming, although a chilling wind contin-
ues to blow shingles off roofs, and we are hopeful that an early Spring is 
coming and boats will find themselves bobbing in the Bay very soon!

If we haven’t heard from you in a while, then you probably haven’t 
heard from us. We have news to share in our new newsletter, which we 
hope to distribute regularly to members.

We held our annual meeting at the end of August at Eastport’s 
Chowder House where we all had the opportunity to hear how successful 
our Youth Sailing program has become. A trailer that can tote six Mirrors 
has been a huge help in moving the boats from lake to lake so we can 
provide sailing lessons across the Quoddy region. Many volunteers pitch 
in each season to make this program successful and this season was no 
exception. 

We paid homage to one of our long-time members who was instru-
mental in not only reviving the Yacht Club and transforming it into a 
successful organization, but pushed us all to look toward the future of 
sailing in Passamaquoddy Bay and begin sailing lessons for kids. In fact, 
I don’t know too many members who remember PYC without John 
Gallagher. He passed away in Charleston, S.C. with family close-by. A 
memorial service at his beloved Hubbard Cottage at the Roosevelt Park 
brought friends and family from afar to honor and memorialize this 
amazing man.

We want to welcome you back to the Bay. Your membership promotes 
the tradition and passion of sailing in the Bay that Franklin Roosevelt 
and John Gallagher both embraced. Your membership dues also support 
the future of the Bay and will allow more and more young sailors the 
opportunity to experience the sailing life. Please take the time to visit 
our website at www.passamaquoddyyachtclub.org. You can renew your 
membership right on the website, or use the mailer enclosed with this 
newsletter.
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Summer sailing camp 
expands with more 
boats and more students

We held our winter meeting, hosted by John and Lisa Ennis and set our summer sailing plans, 
as best one can in March! We will continue to provide our youth sailing camps, allowing beginners, 
intermediates and advanced sailors classes on the lakes of Maine. These classes are taught by our 
Club volunteers who have put in many hours to be trained through US Sailing Association. The 
sailing program is a collaboration between PYC and the Washington County Community College, 
under the direction of PYC Board member and WCCC teacher Scott Fraser. We encourage all of 
our members to help out over and above their membership fees with a donation to this amazing 
effort. A donation of $100 will allow one more student the opportunity that otherwise may not be 
available to that student.

Our race schedule will be finalized soon and includes PYC’s newest race, in memory of John 
Gallagher. This regatta will be a non-keelboat race, something our tried and true racers will find 
very different form their usual keelboat racing.  Even more of a challenge will be keeping up with 
the newest Bay sailors, the graduates of our Youth Sailing Program. The John Gallagher Memorial 
Regatta reminds us that the future of sailing is in the hands of the youth. Supporting the Club 
supports this mission in the purest form, and we thank you in advance for your nod.

We will let you know about the Roosevelt Cup and the reception that follows, the Annual 
General meeting, and all the other summer events hosted by PYC. We hope you will be able to 
join for a few!

Let us know what you’re up to. And if you’re in town next summer, do let us know so we can 
welcome you back to the Bay!

With warm regards,

Robin Moloff-Gautier, Commodore
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Which way do we go?—Sailing Campers engage in a friendly regatta on the final day of camp on Indian Lake, July 2015. 

Before we launch—Indian Lake sailing campers listen and learn how to rig a Mirror Dinghy from 
instructor Bill Rowley.

Teamwork—Action during the regatta.

Recruitment—Bridget Winch (left) and Scott Fraser (middle) explain to students at the Perry 
Elementary School the joys of learning how to sail, May 2015. Fraser and other club volunteers 
visited many schools and spoke to over 400 students about the sailing program. Unfortunately, 
many of the kids, despite their keen interest, cannot afford to attend.
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